
Zizzerette

West Plains High School’s Drama Department Wows Sold Out Audiences 
with its rendition of the Disney classic “Beauty and the Beast”

            
 By Chloe Towell
 West Plains High School is known 
throughout the area for its incredible theatrical 
productions and its recent production of “Beauty 
and the Beast” was not a disappointment. The cast 
and crew worked tirelessly for two months and 
went through many obstacles in order to make this 
show the best production that they possibly could. 
The cast was able to show off their musical and 
acting talents at the historical Avenue Theatre dur-
ing November 7th through 11th to a “full house” 
every night. 
            Among the people in the audience was 
Mammoth Spring High School’s theatre teacher, 
Mrs. Kim Ragsdale, “This was one of the best pro-
ductions that West Plains has ever put on.” After 
hearing that West Plains- known for their theatri-
cal productions- was performing “Beauty and the 
Beast,” Conway High School decided to pay a 
visit to the Avenue to take a tour of the theatre and 
watch the production to get inspired for their own 
performance of “Beauty and the Beast” later this 
winter. The school left the theatre impressed with 
the high school’s ability to make the most room 
out of the little space and budget they had. 

Cast:
Narrator: Ashton Garner

Beggar Woman: Tori Carey
Prince: Jacob Neitzel
Belle: Carlie Jones

Bookkeeper: Marie Hicks
Lefou: Chloe Towell

Gaston: Sam DeMuria
Silly Girls: Vanessa Lockhart, Tori Carey, Amanda 

Kneedler
Maurice: Tray Whitsell

Cogsworth: Kelsey Farris
Luminere: Josh Jones

Babette: Marie Vanderelst
Mrs. Potts: Juliette Reid

Chip: Peri Richards
Footstool: Justin Lager-Welker

Beast: Clayton Hall
Wardrobe: Michelle Oliver

Madame D’arque: Dr. Julie Thompson
Madame D’arque’s Assistant: Jack Randolph/

Ronnie Harper
Mob, Servants, and Townspeople: Middle School 

Ensemble and High School Ensemble
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CORNER
 What’s up in Zizzerland?  Your edi-
tors are coming to you in a state of thankful-
ness.  Don’t forget to count your blessings 
this year and be sure to enjoy a whole week 
off.  No school next week, kiddos!
 Kudos to the Zizzer football team 
for an impressive season full of hard work 
and heart.  By the way, we beat Joplin, 
finally breaking a school record!  We would 
also like to offer our congratulations to the 
cross country teams for excellent showings 
at State.  Don’t forget boys’ soccer and the 
Lady Zizzer softball and volleyball teams 
who also displayed what being a Zizzer is 
truly all about.
 So, go out there, stay safe and have a 
wonderful holdiay!

Casey Buehler & Lindsay Randolph, 
Editors
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By Kendra Warren

 Ever wanted to know who the three ladies are in the upstairs offices are? Well, you are about to find 
out who they are and all the awesome things they do for this school. Erin Lair is the office manager. Her duties 
include paying the bills, keeping track of money and operating the backup switchboard. Erin graduated from 
West Plains High School in 1994 and has lived in West Plains her whole life. She has two sons named Brett and 
Connor. Brett is a junior here at WPHS and Connor is a 4th grader at WPES.  
 Jessica Johnson is our admistrative assistant and she is in charge of the switchboard. Jessica arranges for 
all substitute teachers, answers every phone call and gets them to the correct line, puts up news on the electric 
sign outside, organizes graduation materials, and orders diplomas. Jessica is also a Zizzer alumni and graduated 
in 2005. 
 Shirley Woods is the lady in charge of attendance. She takes care of EOC days, sick days, doctor’s ap-
pointments, and such. Shirley has three children and is a graduate of Kosh High School. 
 Nobody really notices all the things these wonderful ladies do for us, so if you ever get the chance to 
stop by you should thank them or offer a friendly smile. 

 Staff Spotlight

Jessica Johnson, Erin Lair, and Shirley Wood, the ladies of the 
upstairs’ office
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By Shelby Acklin
 This month’s Senior Spotlight is Mr. Keegan Wil-
son! Keegan was born on September 7, 1995, to Jerry and 
Darlene Wilson. He attended middle school at “the best 
rural school around,” Fair View.
 This wonderful senior is in the ag class, which just 
so happens to be his favorite class this year. He also says 
Ridgerunner and Ms. Tate’s class are a close runner up. 
His favorite color is red, and he says he has the greatest 
best friends anyone could ask for. They are Alex Wehm-
eier, Taylor Eck, and he says that him, Keith Kellett, and 
Chance Barnes make up the “dynamic trio.”
 When asked his favorite memory thus far in high 
school, Keegan replied with “That is a hard question. I 
have made too many memories with Ag and FFA. My 
favorite memory is probably when Chance and I blew up a 
spray paint can and our faces turned yellow.” Crazy kids!
 Keegan’s future plans include going to college and 
getting his degree in Internal Medicine. After that he plans 
on specializing in Oncology.
 Good luck on the rest of your senior year and your 
future, Keegan! 

Senior 
Spotlight

Scholarships & Opportunities
 Well, seniors, as December 1st comes 
around, this marks the deadlines for most college 
applications. Now that we have finally achieved ap-
plying and or getting admitted we must move onto 
the wonderful thing we call scholarships. But on the 
bright side we have the secret weapon that most call 
Mrs. Allen.  
 She would like to remind all the seniors to 
create an Edmodo account in order to keep up with 
the different scholarships she posts. If you have any 
questions about making one or about the scholar-
ships on there just go ahead and visit her office in 
the downstairs office. 
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By Lindsey Hicks
 This month’s Junior Junction is the one and 
only Ransom Nichols. If most of you do not know 
Ransom, he attended Howell Valley. Ransom is very 
athletic, outgoing, tall, and has blonde hair, as well 
as green eyes. Ransom is the type of person that is 
always smiling and has a positive attitude 24/7. He 
was born to proud parents, Kristy and Mark Nichols, 
on August 9, 1996. Ransom has one younger brother, 
Justin Nichols, who is a freshman at WPHS. Ransom 
and his brother are total opposites when it comes to 
their interests in sports, but they get along very well. 
Ransom has goats, chickens, sheep, turkey, dogs, 
cats, quail, and, last, but not, least a tarantula.
  Ransom is interested in running, basketball, 
playing his banjo, and hanging out with his friends. 
He is involved in Varsity Cross-Country and will be 
on the Zizzers Boys’ basketball team this upcoming 
season. His favorite sport would have to be basket-
ball because of one of his favorite coaches, Kevin 
Smith. Ransom’s other favorite coach would have to 
go to the amazing Joe Bill Dixon. His favorite brand, 
he says, is Nike, by far, and he says he prefers run-
ning shorts and shoes. His favorite colors are red and 
neon yellow.  Ransom’s best friends consist of the 
cross-country team, basketball team, and Adam Stas-
ney. He said that his funniest friend would have to be 
the one and only, Jacob Hackworth. Ransom said his 
favorite food is gummy bears, and his favorite drink 
is milk.
 

Junior Junction

 Ransom’s favorite season is winter because he 
likes the snow and cold. He stated that the only bad 
thing about winter is that he still has to go to school. His 
favorite genre of movies is comedy because he likes any 
movie that Will Ferrell in it.
 Even though Ransom is not a fan of school, his 
favorite subject is western civilization with Coach Tal-
burt. His least favorite subject is math. The only regret 
Ransom has in his life he said would have to be never 
learning how to do a back flip. He made a great com-
ment towards the students that, “Find something positive 
in any situation and smile.” If you ever happen to see 
Ransom in the hall don’t be shy and say “hi” or smile.
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Sophomore Showcase
By Morgan Light
 This month’s Sophomore Showcase focuses on 
the beautiful Morgan Cassidy Cherry, born on Decem-
ber 3, 1997. Her family includes her mother and father, 
Tracy and Cass Cherry, and her siblings: six-year-old, 
Reagan, and ten-year-old, Seth.
 Morgan is new to West Plains High School this 
year. Her schedule includes American government (her 
favorite class, online health, Honors Algebra II, stage-
craft, medical profiling, honors biology, and Honors 
English II. “I am glad to have a new start, and I enjoy 
meeting new people at West Plains High School,” Mor-
gan says.
 Things that Morgan enjoys include: hanging out 
with her youth group, eating, sleeping, the color blue, 
and playing tennis with her best friends. Morgan was 
on the JV tennis team this year and improved greatly 
throughout the season, proof that hard work pays off.
 Morgan loves making new friends, so if you see 
her around be sure to tell her “hi.”

Mr. Owen’s Science Classes 
Participate in Annual Tarantula 
Activity in Class
 Students in Mr. Jeff Owen’s science classes have a tradition many 
look forward to each fall: holding a live tarantula and learning a surpris-
ing lesson in the process.  “Tarantulas,” Mr. Owens explained, “are very 
large, black aggressive predator spiders that live long and hunt large 
insects like grass hoppers to drink their digested internal fluids for nutri-
ents. Tarantulas have eight eyes, taste like king crab once hair is removed, 
don’t make webs, are very good parents, hunt like cats, migrate or march 
from north facing ridge tops to sun exposed southern hill sides in Sep-
tember and are part of our Ozark heritage.”  He added that he hopes every 
one of his students walk away from his class with a newfound respect for 
this spider’s life and a respect for all living creatures.
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By Kat VonAllmen

 Okay, Zizzers, this month’s freshman 
focus goes out to the super sweet Gannan Moss! 
Gannan is a 14 and the prized child of Jan Mul-
len and Charles Moss. So far in high school he is 
concentrating on his grades and attendance before 
he becomes an All-American athlete. This would 
explain his rigorous schedule of Honors classes; 
English, biology, and Algebra 2. Although he did 
make this year’s 2013 Boys Basketball team! On 
the weekends he likes to hang out with family and 
his bestest friend Jace Hering. Gannan likes to 
fish, hunt, and ride four wheelers in his spare time. 
When asked his favorite food, he replied “every-
thing my mom makes, but my favorite is spaghet-
ti.” Look out, ladies, this blue eyed cutie is single 
and rumored to be a great cook! Make  sure to say 
hello to him in the hallway!

Freshman Focus

  Mystery Teacher
 By Morgan Light
  This month’s mystery teacher was born 
on June 7, 1962 in Ottawa, Illinois, and she has 
been teaching at West Plains High School for 
four years. Her husband (of almost thirty years) 
and her four children all attended West Plains 
High School.
 This mystery teacher graduated from Vio-
let Hill High School with the class of 1980. She 
attended Missouri State, and says she is one of 
the first people to obtain her “full degree without 
leaving West Plains.” She has an astonishing nine 
different teaching certifications. 
 The first two years of her teaching career, 
she taught music. She is not a history teacher, but 
if you have her class, she provides you with an 
interesting historical fact every day. She was also 
once a volleyball coach at a school outside of 
West Plains.
  She is always there for students if they 
need to talk to someone. In fact, she is like a 
second-mother to many of her students. She loves 
many things, but she does not like sock monkeys. 
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By Chloe Towell

      Very few students here at West Plains High School are as charming and sweet as Miss Marie Vander-
elst.  Marie reigns from the fine country of Belguim and is here in West Plains, Missouri courtesy of the Rotary 
Exchange Program. 
      After watching American movies and shows, Marie knew that she wanted to be a part of the American 
experience.  “I really like lockers. A lot. Belgium doesn’t have those.” So, after Marie graduated from school, 
she decided to be a part of the Rotary program and finally receive her very own locker.  Marie has been in the 
States for three months and is currently being housed by the Grigsby’s. 
      Marie especially enjoys hanging out with her best buds- Kelsey, Chloe, Ellen, Katie, Jacob, and Hannah. 
Music is one Marie’s favorite things in the whole wide world and you can probably find her playing the piano, 
her saxaphone, and even belting out tunes in Concert Choir- her absolute favorite class. In her scarce freetime, 
Marie enjoys reading books in French, watchingAmerican movies, singing, and most of all – shopping. “It is so 
cheap to go shopping here!” says a very enthused Marie. 
 Wendy’s is among Marie’s favorite places to eat as long as she goes with Kelsey and Chloe. 
         The thing Marie misses the most about her home country is her mother, Colette Debroux. After  she 
returns to Belguim she plans on becoming a psychiatrist.  
        There is just one thing that Marie wishes to inform the world, “ French fries are Belgian!” she says. 
“Don’t believe me? Look it up on Wikipedia!” 
       Marie is here to have fun so if you have yet to meet this bubbly redhead, you are missing out on loads of 
good times and plenty of fun memories to last a lifetime. 

New Kid on 
the Block

 Rotary Exchange Student 
Marie Vanderelst is from Belgium.
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By: Kelsy Temple
 First off, twins don’t have to look alike. There are twins in 
which one is a boy and one is a girl, and then there are fraternal twins 
who are of the same gender but do not look alike as identical twins 
do. Fraternal twins are often completely different; their hair and eye 
color is different, and most often their body shapes are different, but 
all twins almost always share DNA and have almost the same finger-
prints.
  As an identical twin, everyone always asks questions. I get 
anything from “Do you like it?” to, “If I punch your sister in the face, 
will you feel it?” For different twins, their perception of being a twin 
is different than mine, but to me being an identical twin is pretty much 
like living with an exact replica of yourself that you have no control 
over. 
 The upside to being a twin is you can wear each other’s 
clothes, and you almost always have someone to do something with. 
The bad thing about it is every once and a while you just need a little 
extra space and having someone there 24/7 is sometimes too much.
 A question I always get asked is, “Do you fight?” I would be 
lying if I said we didn’t, because we do. We have our differences and 
the thing is, our personalities are both very bold and sometimes they 
clash with one another, but we love each other very much.
 A big thing everyone wants to know about is if twins have 
“twin telepathy.” Well, no and yes. If you were to punch me in the 
face or even simply pinch me, my twin (Keely) would not feel it, but 
sometimes we can “read each other’s mind.” Keely and I sometimes 
get to talking at the same time and we have a habit of finishing each 
other’s sentences. We also sense when the other one is sad or some-
thing is wrong when we are not around each other.
 The most important thing you need to know about identical 
twins is that we do not get mad if you guess us as the wrong person, 
so quit apologizing if you get it wrong. As twins we understand that 
not everyone is around us all the time and that they do not know our 
differences perfectly. So, if you don’t know, take a guess. There are no 
hard feelings if you get it wrong.
 I could go on forever about twins. If you ask other pairs of 
twins what they think about being a twin, they would all have differ-
ent perceptions of twins. I urge you to go ahead and ask, it might be 
interesting to see what answers you get.

Twintuition

The infamous Inman twins! Left: Jor-
dan, right: Jeremy. 

   Random                                                       
 Acts of 
  Kindness
By Morgan Light
 If you found twenty dollars on 
the ground would you keep it? Many 
people would keep it, but not junior, 
Austin Kelly. Austin Kelly was walk-
ing through the school parking lot and 
found a twenty dollar bill and turned it 
in. It was very nice of him to turn it in 
and not keep it for himself. He could 
have easily kept twenty dollars but he 
chose to do the right thing.
 Another great act of kindness 
was done by Senior Arin Collins. Arin 
was shopping at Dollar General on 
Saturday, October 12 when he spotted 
an elderly woman having trouble getting 
her shopping cart full of groceries out of 
the store. Arin was kind enough to push 
the woman’s cart out of the store, load 
the bags into her car, and then returned 
her shopping cart back to the store. The 
woman was so touched by the kind ges-
ture that she began crying and offered 
him a dollar for his kindness.

 Have you witnessed a Random of Act of Kindness 
lately?  Faculty or Staff who wish to submit Random Acts of 
Kindness may email Mrs. Locke at dlocke@zizzers.org.
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   Clubs & Organizations
Chess Club
 Chess Club is sponsored by Mrs. Juliett Cobb. She says they are very excited about the upcoming tour-
nament on Saturday, December 14.  Many area schools attend and compete in this yearly event.
 Mrs. Cobb would like everyone to know that it is NOT too late to join chess club. They could always 
use more members!

FFA
 FFA stands for Future Farmers of America. FFA has so many opportunities available for members such 
as: scholarships, contests, petting zoos, traveling, and doing service. FFA is like one big happy family. Everyone 
is so friendly and the members will make you feel like you are welcome any time.
 One of the big trips FFA took this past October was to attend National Convention. National Conven-
tion this year was held in Louisville, Kentucky. At National Convention, Dierks Bentley and special guest, Jana 
Kramer performed in an outstanding concert. The FFA members that went to National Convention had a fun 
filled week of attending the concert, participating in sessions(meetings) with motivational speakers, touring a 
marshmallow factory and a Dodge Cummins factory, receiving their American Degrees, and having a good time 
on the bus rides to and from Kentucky. 
 One of the big activities the FFA holds is having the Annual Barnwarming dance. Barnwarming will take 
place at the Ag building on December 6 from 7-10 p.m. At the dance, there will be food, dancing, and some fun- 
filled games. If you are in  FFA come on out and have a great time! For more information about FFA, you can 
contact either of the agriculture teachers, Mr. Hale or Mrs. Jedlicka.
  The officers this year include President Chance Barnes, Vice President Keegan Wilson, Secretary Ol-
ivia Powers, Treasurer Keith Kellet, Reporter Audie Russell, Sentinel Jarod Lung, Historian Madi McCracken, 
Chaplain Caleb Wells, and Advisors Tonya Jedlicka and Jay Hale.
FTA
 Okay, all you Future Teachers of America, it’s that time of year again! Make sure you’re working on 
your “Sponsor a Child for Christmas Project” all throughout the month and into December. Coming up on No-
vember 13th you have your fall teaching day, where you get to job shadow a teacher of your choice! Make sure 
if you have any questions to contact Dr. DuBois in the math wing.

 

Senior Class

 Seniors, graduation will be here before you know it, so don’t forget about deadlines for college and 
scholarships. College applications are due December 1, and Scholarship applications are due January 1, so ap-
ply soon. Also, seniors if you need to make up hours make sure you do that and get it out of the way now. The 
sooner the better. Yearbooks are on sale, so reserve yours now in order to guarantee your book in the Spring. If 
you have A+, check in with Mrs. Shannon just to double check and make sure everything is good and still on 
track. Senior shirts will be on sale for boys and girls this year, see Cecilia Lundry for questions. Lastly, don’t 
forget to pay for your Jostens stuff that you ordered. Only 21 Mondays left until graduation, so make the best of 
your senior year! 

Skills USA
 Skills USA is an organization that lets you compete in many leadership opportunities and occupational 
skills. Also, Skills USA builds character in leadership, as well as responsibility. Their motto is, “Preparing for 
leadership in the world of work.” Elissa Smith says, “As a Skills USA member, you will have opportunities to 
gain the knowledge, skills, and attitude that will help you become a better leader in your occupation.”  
 The purpose of Skills USA is to prepare each member to become a leader in the world of work. This 
organization is for any student involved in welding, auto body, mechanical drafting, masonry, health sciences, 
pharmacy tech, or creative design. Skills USA always needs new members, so if you would like to join, see Mr. 
Heidy in CC10.10



Student Council

 Student Council is teaming up with NHS and BETA to run a toy drive within the West Plains High 
School to send children at the St. Louis Children’s Hospital. Any clubs that would like to join in helping this 
that, please see Mrs. Allen ASAP. This is for a good cause, so please give any new or gently used toys to help 
these kids have a wonderful Christmas.
Also, if you would like to be a bell ringer for the Salvation Army, see Mrs. Allen. Your junior class officers are 
working hard on preparing prom themes and ordering decorations. You won’t want to miss out on the seniors 
last dance this year. 
 

FCA

 The FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes) is a Christian group that meets once a month and brings in 
various speakers. They generally have pizza as meetings are held during lunch hours, and they leave plenty of 
time to discuss with other believers. 
 Josh Jones says, “I have recently met with our supervisor, and we are becoming official FCA members 
as a Huddle group. “ This means that the group will be able to attend conferences and events held by the Na-
tional FCA organization.
 The group would love to add a second meeting per month. It would be on a Saturday and completely 
student led. Their goal is to eventually be able to meet once a week. 
 Josh says, “We have some amazing ideas for events to run here in West Plains in the future, so keep 
your eyes peeled for events to come. I am very excited and blessed to help out with FCA at West Plains High 
School, and I’m extremely pumped about what God has in store for us!”
 The FCA’s next meeting will be sometime in December. They are hoping to have two: a Saturday meet-
ing and one held during the school day. The group would love it if you could stop and share in the fellowship 
with them! If you have any questions you can contact Josh Jones anytime at 417-293-7637. 
BETA Club
 
 BETA Club, a national honor society organization, helps your community when it is needed. 
BETA Club is already off to a busy start this year. They started off helping with Mighty Mite registration at the 
Civic Center. The BETA Club recently voted for officers. The officers include: President Alex Eggert, Vice-
President Katie Kentner, Secretary Emilee Floyd, Historian Sarah Hess, Treasurer Ashley Meyer, and Sergeant 
at Arms Kayla Allen. The officers will conduct all of the meetings. BETA Club meetings are the first Thursday 
of every month at 7:45 a.m. in Room 203. 
 October was breast cancer awareness month. BETA Club did a coin drive for the month of October to 
help those with breast cancer, raising a total of $400. 
 There were several new BETA’s inducted October 29th. The new members include: Alex Abrams, Austin 
Beard, Taylor Brassfield, Whitney Brooks, Madison Brownrigg, Casey Buehler, Summer Burnes, Kasen Camp-
bell, Ann Renee Cawvey, Ben Charles, Brenna Chezem, Logan Collins, Rachel Coursey, Kasey Doss, Bailee 
Dougherty, Blaine Dunbar, Patricia Evins, Zachary Flippen, Ashton Garner,  Neely Gobel, Danielle Gregory, 
Hannah Grills, Jada Hansmann, Alex Harris, Allie Howell, Samuel Jensen, Brooke Johnson, Zane Johnson, 
Rachel Knapp, Melinda Lee, Tara Long, Damon Mayfield, Hannah Morrison, John David Mulford, Stephen 
Mulkey, Krishaun Orlowski, Lindsey Parks, Mae Pavelka, Matthew Pavelka, Carissa Peoples, Jordan Perkins, 
Delaney Ream, Grace Simpson, Adam Stasney, Lynsdi Stoops, Cole Turner, Katherine VonAllmen, Emma Wat-
son, Sidney Wiggs, and Tyler Wood. 
 As a BETA member, you have to do service hours and volunteer hours in your community. One of the 
projects BETA Club already has planned for this year is their annual dodgeball tournament in April.   
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By Chelse Lowe
• I am thankful for my awesome “family.” (Casey W., Casey B., Aimee, Gretchen, Kenzie, and Presten) 
I love you all! I am also very thankful for my parents and my amazing little brother, Landry. Lastly, I hope 
everyone has a great Thanksgiving break! –Lindsay Randolph
• I am thankful for EVERYTHING and EVERYONE that has made my life what it is now. I am so happy 
that the leaves are so pretty. I couldn’t ask for a better group of friends. They really are the best. I am also 
thankful for doughnuts and chocolate milk. I don’t know where I’d be without them. Happy Thanksgiving!! –
Chloe Towell
• I am thankful for my friends and family. I am very thankful for the people that donate and volunteer for 
the Bridges program. Have a safe and Happy Thanksgiving! –Lindsey Hicks
• I am thankful for my friends and family. I am also thankful for God and everything he had blessed me 
with. I am also thankful for my twin being the same size as me so I can wear her clothes. Last, but not least, I 
am thankful for my mad golf skillz and beautiful animals like horses and bunnies because they are beautiful. –
Kelsy Temple
• I am thankful for everything God has given me, but what I am extremely thankful for is all of these 
wonderful people who have made me feel welcome! I’m also thankful for my family; especially my mom, I 
honestly don’t know where I would be without her. She is truly amazing! I hope everybody has a great Thanks-
giving. –Kirsten Kays
• I am thankful for everything in my life. My friends and family make every day amazing! I hope every-
one has a happy and safe Thanksgiving! –Heather Palmer
• I am thankful for waking up every day. I’m also thankful for my friends and family and, most of all, 
my boyfriend, John Hamacher, for standing beside me. I hope everyone has a great Thanksgiving! –Taylor 
Provence
• I am thankful for God and the outstanding family and friends he has graciously blessed me with. I am 
also thankful for my boyfriend, Brandon Johnson, and his awesome family! (Even Brooke) I am thankful to 
have the sweetest niece in the world, and my two loving cats, Rocky and Simba. I’m very thankful for: cheese, 
coffee, pinterest, chevron, The Walking Dead, Yadier Molina, my Zizzerette family, and the amazing Mrs. 
Locke! My mom has done everything for me and has made me the person that I am, and I am truly thankful 
every day for her. I hope everyone has a wonderful Thanksgiving! –Chelse Lowe
• I am thankful for my wonderful friends and family and my two dogs, Walle and Charlie. I’m also thank-
ful for my siblings. I hope everyone has a wonderful Thanksgiving. –Brittney Johnson
• I’m thankful for friends who care and are always there for me. -Kaige Collins
• I am thankful for my crazy friends and family that have always been there for me. -Amanda Melvin
• I am thankful for my family and friends who support me through every obstacle I face and support me 
in my running career. -Camden Barrett
• I am thankful for my amazing friends, family, my wonderful lunch group, and the fact that I will be 
leaving Zizzerland soon. -Shantel Shaw
• I’m thankful for leggings, Ugg boots, oversized shirts, Girl Code, my family and great friends, and, of 
course, Sour Patch Watermelons. Also, for my mom’s always delish chicken stuffing. -Kat VonAllmen
• I am thankful for chocolate milk. -Daymond Hawkins
• I am thankful for my wonderful new lunch group. -Joey Mills
• I am thankful for my friends and family; especially my mom, my grandma, my cousin, my nephew, and 
my fiancé, Justin Morris. I am also thankful for my Dairy Queen family, my bridesmaids, the FTC club, and 
my lunch table. Lastly, I am very thankful for the best sport ever, hurdles. -Sam Rhoads
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• I am thankful for my friends and family. I’m thankful for my teachers and the help that they give me. I 
am thankful that I work and can do things for myself. It makes me feel good and helps me to appreciate all the 
little things in life. -Ben Murrell
• I am thankful for my family, my friends, and my religion. They have all helped me so much. -Marianna 
Roylance
• I am thankful for Chelse Lowe. She is so cool. And I am also thankful for Marianna’s curly hair. I am 
also thankful for having Mrs. Jolliff and her letting me sit behind Ben Murrell. The last thing I am thankful for 
is having art with Gaige ‘Lachancey’ Moss, and P810 Ramseur. And, a shout out to the barking dragon (aka 
Mckenzie Barker.) -Kory Taylor
• I am thankful for the opportunity to work with amazing kids, their beautiful smiles, and heartfelt friend-
ships they have blessed me with on a daily basis. I am also thankful for my wonderful husband and kids and the 
many friends who have put up with me over the years. -Mrs. Jolliff
• I am thankful for my mom and dad because they help me through anything. I’m also thankful for my 
boyfriend and our little girl who will be born in February. Another thing I’m thankful for is finding my true 
friends. -Michaela Vreeland
• I’m thankful for all of Nicholas Sparks’s books because they give me hope for romance. Oh, and also for 
my wonderful family and great friends. -Kendra Warren
• I am thankful for my friends, family, Twitter, and my pets; Gus and Miss Kitty. –Jennifer Webb
• I’m thankful for friends, family, and life. –Blaine Dunbar
• This Thanksgiving, I’m thankful I’m not a long bearded gobbler. –Colter Reid
• I am thankful for my family. They’re always there for me. I’m also thankful for my friends; Cassie, Jada, 
Kegan, Matt, and Zachary. Last, but not least, I’m thankful for my home life, where I have no worries of food or 
shelter. –Logan Collins
• I’m thankful for my incredible, gorgeous girlfriend, Annernay Cawvey, and for deer season. –Dausen 
Neuschwander
• First of all, I am very thankful for God, my family, and my friends. I am also thankful for Kendra’s 
smoking’ RED hair! I’m also thankful that I had the chance to play on the volleyball team this year with great 
coaches and an amazing family. I’m thankful for Mrs. Richter; I really like it when she lets us paint. I’m grate-
ful for Panera and their chocolate pastries, and my ability to make AWESOME goat noises. Lastly, I am incred-
ibly thankful for my wonderful, sweet, handsome, all-around perfect boyfriend, Dausen Neuschwander. I am so 
thankful he is so good to me and good to look at. –Ann-Renee Cawvey 
• I am thankful for many things in my life. One of the most important things I am thankful for would be 
my family and friends; without them, I don’t know where I would be. I am also thankful for Jesus Christ and 
what he did for us. I am also very thankful for my health, and I’m thankful for everything I have in my life. I am 
also very thankful for my job. I love working, and I couldn’t be more thankful that I have great people to work 
with. I am thankful for all of my wonderful teachers over the years. I am thankful to be alive and have the life 
that I have. –Alex Harris
• I am thankful for life. There are so many things in it to be thankful for that I couldn’t name just one. I 
live in a free country where I can love God openly and voice my opinions. I go to a great school where I have 
awesome friends, teachers, and opportunities. I’ve got a big family who love me and support me in everything 
I do. I have everything that I need and more, and it would be an absolute shame for me to not be thankful for 
everything that I have in life. –Kelcee Waggoner

 
 Congratulations to the Lady Zizzer 
softball team for their 16 and 13 season!  Way 
to go, ladies, and coaches of this fine sport! 
We offer our most sincere apologies for not 
printing this score in our last issue.
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Zizzer Basketball
Boys’ Basketball Season Begins
By Katey Smith
 It is that time of year again, Zizzer fans! 
That’s right..Zizzer Basketball!
 The Zizzer Boys’ Basketball team is coached 
by Kevin Smith, also known as KP. The team’s first 
games are in the Forsyth Tournament. In their first 
round, they will play Flippin, Arkansas on December 
2. 
 Some of his key players this year are upper-
classmen Justin Davis, Zach Flippin, and Dusty Har-
rill. These boys are the team’s returning lettermen. 
 Smith says, “I think we have excellent shoot-
ers and our perimeter play is really good.” He also 
says, “I think if we play good fundamental defense 
and rebound well, we will have a good year.” Smith 
would also like to add that he is a closet Razorback 
fan. 
 So, grab your red face paint and your enthu-
siasm, and come out to support our Zizzer boys this 
winter! 

Lady Zizzer Basketball Season 
Begins

By Shelby Acklin
 The 2013-2014 Lady Zizzer basketball team 
has just wrapped up tryouts and participated in their 
first game, a jamboree, on Saturday, November 23.
 The team is led by four dedicated seniors; 
Shelby Acklin, BreAnna Harris, Presten Kelley, and 
Kendra Warren. They have the best coaching staff 
which includes Mr. Scott Womack, Jenni Campbell, 
and Sammi Radosivich, both of who played for coach 
Womack in previous years. 
 The coaches and players would like to thank 
everyone for their continued support through the 
years. We hope to have you all back this year! Keep 
up the good work! 

   Burton Creek Rural Clinic
  805 N. Kentucky Ave.
           West Plains, MO 65775
                (417)256-2111
Dr. Leslie Barr, MD
Dr. Richard P. Bowles, Jr, MD
Dr. Curtis L. Horstman, DO
Dr. Robert A. Martin, MD
Dr. John M. McCormack, MD
Dr. Aaron L. Mills, MD
Dr. Bruce E. Preston, MD
Dr. Jeffrey F. Roylance, MD

 ZHS
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Boys’ Cross 
Country Team 
finishes 5th in State 
Competition
By Chelse Lowe
 Congratulations to the boys’cross country 
team on placing  5th in the State meet in Jefferson 
City on November 9th. The coaches report that 
they are all extremely proud of how their team 
ran. They put a lot of heart into their races, and 
it has showed all season. This year was the 36th 
consecutive State trip. The boys had a very suc-
cessful season, and the coaches consistently boast 
about the outstanding group of kids that compose 
the team. They finished their season with two 
seniors, Kameron Moss and Quentin Keller. Not 
only are the boys a great group during the races, 
but the coaches also get compliments on how 
well-behaved the boys are in public places. They 
are excited for another great season next year. 
Congrats, boys!

Boys’ soccer season 
concludes
By Kat VonAllmen
 After a rough season, the soccer boys are 
finally done. They fought hard throughout dis-
tricts and finished their season with a record of 
5/20. In their last game of districts against Willard 
Coach Schmitt remarked that “the boys played 
hard until the end.” On the bright side he is look-
ing forward to the next year to hopefully come 
back with a win! 
 The banquet will be on December 3rd at 
6:00 in the cafeteria, with more information to 
come later. Coach Schmitt wants to think all the 
players, parents, and assistant coaches for a fan-
tastic year!

Setting records and 
taking names: 2013 
Football season ends
By Lindsay Randolph
 This season was full of excitement out on the 
football field!  The boys fought hard to overcome three 
of their opponents, and created for themselves one ex-
citing season! 
  To start off the season they defeated the 
Waynesville Tigers in the final seconds, catalyzing a 
celebration consisting of storming the field, many hugs 
and kisses, and Coach Ary getting a huge gash on his 
forehead. 
 The boys continued to fight hard and came out 
victorious against Glendale, adding another win to the 
fighting Zizzers record.  Following shortly after was the 
fantastic and exhilarating game against Joplin, in case 
no one told you, that was the first time West Plains has 
ever defeated Joplin in football. 
 This year was one we’ve been waiting for, we 
all know the boys have always worked extremely hard, 
but it was nice to see it pay off on the scoreboard.  Of 
course the team would be nothing without their amaz-
ing seniors, Gaige Moss, Jacob Womack, Tray Whitsell, 
Caleb Whited, Brad Bohnam, Destry Moore, and Logan 
Collins.  
 WPHS is extremely proud of you boys! Great 
job this season, and good luck this off-season!

 Go Zizzers!
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By Alexis King
 This month’s Faculty Focus is Mrs. Debbie King. She was born and raised in Jonesboro, Arkansas. Deb-
bie has four children: Alexis, Carson, Seri, and Alex. She has been married to her husband, David, for 18 years. 
 After graduating high school, Debbie attended Arkansas State University. At ASU she received her bach-
elor’s in nursing and her nurse practioner license for Arkansas. Mrs. King has been a registered nurse for 18 
years and a teacher for four. For the last four years, Debbie has been teaching Health Science II at South Central 
Career Center. 
 When Debbie is not busy, you can find her camping with her family or doing activities with her church. 
A few of her hobbies include reading, scrapbooking, and going on vacations with her family. If you have not 
met this lovely lady, you need to make time to stop by her classroom and introduce yourself. 

  Faculty
   Focus

 
 Congratulations, to the Lady Zizzer 
Cross Country team for their 16th place finish 
at the recent State Cross Country meet. Way to 
finish strong, work hard, and make your 
coaches, team, and school proud!
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American      
Red Cross                           
Blood 
Drive

NHS
 National Honor 
Society has just wrapped 
up the Fall blood drive and 
will soon be starting their 
holiday festivities. The 
blood drive was held on 
November 12 in the sports 
complex. 
 They had a total of 
133 units of blood donated.  
Every pint donated saved an 
average of three lives. That 
means a total of 399 lives!  
 They would like to 
thank all of the people who 
took time out of their day 
to save a life. It was a huge 
success. 
 They will pair up 
with The American Red 
Cross again in the spring for 
the next blood drive. The 
dates will be announced 
later on. Keep up the good 
work!

WPHS Faculty member Mr. Hess, science department, graciously agreed to 
donate blood during his planning time.  Thank you, Mr. Hess!

Seniors Gaige Moss and Jacob Mitchell signal thumbs up and “A-OK” during 
the recent American Red Cross Blood Drive.  Thanks, guys!
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By Casey Buehler
 Everyone here on the Zizzerette staff would like to introduce you to the one and only BreAnna Harris. BreAn-
na, also known as Bre, is this month’s awesome Varsity Profile.
            Bre is #21 on our wonderful girls’ basketball team. She is a great player that always has a smile on her 
face and looks on the bright side of life. When asked what what her favorite memory was she said, “it was for 
sure when I made the pass to Hannah Riggs to win us the District game!” When asked about what sports have 
taught her, she explained that they have taught her to be a leader and always put 100% into everything she does. 
As for some advice to underclassmen she said, “ always try hard and never give up and if you wanna play a 
sport, go for it! You only go to high school once.”
            Last, but not least, we get to take a little more personal look at this wonderful athlete. Bre has one 
brother that has already moved onto college. In her down time she enjoys hanging out with friends and fam-
ily, hunting, fishing, and begging for a puppy. She also plans on attending Arkansas State University and later 
becoming a pediatric physical therapist. She said she does not plan on playing basketball in college, so she can 
focus on her studies.
            If you ever see Bre in the hall make sure to shoot her a smile or wave, and don’t forget to go watch her 
and the rest of our girls play this winter. Good luck on everything ahead of you in life, we all know you can ac-
complish it!

Varsity 
Profiles

 Fall Break: November 23-30
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Sports 
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Middle School Ensemble:
Dalton Eagleman, Lexi Hennesy, Journey 
Johnson, Lance Johnson, Amber Kerley, 
Tristan Leslie, Kaitlyn Myers, Logan Riddle, 
Bradley Slonker, Gwynivere Stine, Tristan 
Stump, Courtney Upton, Brandy Henderson, 
Shelbi Lung, Meagan Martin, Kendall Riley, 
Mackenzie West
High School Ensemble:
Victoria Carey, Jacob Neitzel, Vanessa Lock-
hart, Amanda Kneedler, Marie Hicks
Student Leadership:
Cathleen Adelsberger, Austin Kelly
Light/Sound/Set/Running Crew:
Patricia Miller, Mason Thompson, Ashton 
Garner, Roan Brown
Costume/Makeup/Props:
Alex McLean, April York, Kirsten Allen, 
Justin Lager-Welker
Publicity/House Crew:
Evie Jackson, Ashton Garner


